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The Events of Summer 2004 and the Opportunity for 
Broad-based Reform in the Juvenile Justice System   
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Executive Director, CTJJA 

 

In the past six months we have been 
witness to violence at our training 
school, the resignation of a once-
popular governor and staffing shake-
ups within the Department of Children 
and Families.  Through all the turmoil,  

we took some good first steps toward reforming our 
juvenile justice system, but there remains much work to 
be done.  The next six months present a unique 
opportunity to shape our juvenile justice system into 
one that is more safe, effective and equitable.   
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In May of 2004, violence erupted at the Connecticut 
Juvenile Training School, our state’s most secure 
facility for adjudicated boys.  As a response to the 
ongoing problems at CJTS, the Department of Children 
and Families (DCF) enacted a temporary moratorium 
on new admissions during July and August.  DCF hired 
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Advocates to Focus on Core Provisions of the Federal 
Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act 

Thirty years ago, the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 
Prevention Act (JJDPA) of 1974 was enacted to 
provide certain protections to children in the juvenile 
justice system.  One of its key provisions is that states 
should endeavor to keep status offenders out of 
institutional settings.  Subsequent re-authorizations of 
the JJDPA have re-affirmed this core provision and 
have also required states to assess and address 
disproportionate minority contact in their juvenile justice 
systems.  In order to receive federal juvenile justice 
funding, states are required to maintain these key 
protections for children. 

Decriminalization of the Family With Service 
Needs (FWSN) process and reduction of 

disproportionate minority confinement (DMC) will 
be the focus of the Alliance’s advocacy efforts. 

Three decades after the passing of this national 
mandate, Connecticut still places many status 
offenders in secure detention and our rate of 
disproportionate minority contact are among the 
highest in the country.   

In preparation for the 2005 legislative session, the 
Connecticut Juvenile Justice Alliance will work with 
legislators and policy makers to address these issues 
in our juvenile justice system and ensure that 
Connecticut adequately addresses these two 
provisions of the JJDPA. 

For more information or for a copy of our legislative 
agenda, please contact Abby Anderson, Senior Policy 
Associate, at (203) 579-2727 or via e-mail at 
abby@ctjja.org. 

continued on page 2 
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Don DeVore, a national expert on juvenile justice, to 
facilitate the reform efforts at CJTS, including the 
development of a new classification system for youth 
and increased staff training.   

Over the past three months, the population of boys at 
CJTS has fallen from 135 to less than 70.  With the 
implementation of the new classification system, it will 
be possible to permanently reduce the population of 
the training school without risking public safety.  It is 
our sincere hope that the result of these reforms will be 
to use secure confinement for juveniles only when 
appropriate and absolutely necessary.   

Moreover, we need to look to the example of Missouri, 
which closed its large training schools twenty years 
ago and now houses its adjudicated youth in various 
smaller, group-home-like facilities across the state.  
Policy makers in Missouri realized long ago that the 
primary trouble with facilities like CJTS is that they are 
modeled after adult prisons.  Such facilities are simply 
not effective in rehabilitating youth.  Connecticut would 
be better served with more community-based 
programs geared toward rehabilitating youth and 
strengthening families. 
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The mission of the Connecticut Juvenile Justice 
Alliance is to promote a safe, effective and equitable 
continuum of services for young people involved in, or 
at risk of involvement in, the juvenile justice system.  In 
keeping with this mission, we are encouraged by 
current pilot programs that seek to divert young people 
from formal involvement in the juvenile justice system. 

In Connecticut, the bulk of our juvenile justice 
spending is focused on the “back end” of the system.  
That is, we spend millions of dollars on secure 
confinement and residential programs and very little on 
prevention, early intervention and diversion.   

The new Truancy Court Prevention Project and 
Juvenile Review Board in Hartford, both intended to 
divert first-time offenders and status offenders from the 
juvenile justice system, are good first steps toward 
serious investment in an effective continuum for our 
young people.  As these models prove their 
effectiveness, it is our hope they be replicated in every 
urban center in our state.     

continued from page 1 
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Perhaps the most promising development of the past 
several months is the announcement that the 
Department of Children and Families (DCF) and the 
Court Support Services Division (CSSD) will hire a 
consultant to write a joint juvenile justice plan for the 
state.  Increased cooperation between DCF and CSSD 
will surely result in a more efficient and effective 
system for our young people.   

If we are to develop a comprehensive plan that 
improves our system, the planning process needs to 
involve a large, diverse group of stakeholders. We 
need to involve state employees, parents, youth, 
advocates, service providers and others in a 
meaningful dialogue about our vision for juvenile 
justice programs, what exists in Connecticut and what 
is missing from our continuum.  We look forward to the 
beginning of this process and hope the development of 
the comprehensive juvenile justice plan will result in 
continued progress within our system. 
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We stand at a cross roads for our juvenile justice 
system.  We can choose to invest in the development 
of a system that is child-centered, family-focused and 
community-based.  We can choose to focus on 
rehabilitation rather than punishment.  We can choose 
to reduce racial overrepresentation and disparate 
treatment in our juvenile justice system. 

We are being presented with an opportunity for reform 
that we are not likely to see again for many years.  All 
the ingredients for change are here: a new 
administration, reform at the training school, promising 
new pilot programs, the development of a 
comprehensive juvenile justice plan and an improving 
economy.  Connecticut can be a model for the rest of 
the country – if we make the choice to act on the 
opportunities before us.�  
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INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY AND BUSINESS  

DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE CENTER  

NEW BRITAIN, CONNECTICUT 

OCTOBER 15, 2004     8:30 AM – 4:00 PM 

Sponsored by the Governor’s Prevention Partnership, the 

Connecticut Juvenile Justice Alliance and the Permanent 

Commission on the Status of Women.  This conference will 

explore relational aggression, its effects on girls and 

promising practices to address issues of girls and violence.  

Highlights of the conference include keynote speaker Lyn 

Mikel Brown, the release of the report from the Girls and 

Violence Task Force and workshops on gender-specific 

services.  For more information and registration materials, 

please visit www.preventionworksct.org.  
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LEGISLATIVE OFFICE BUIDLING 

HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 

NOVEMBER 30, 2004     5:30 PM 

CTJJA will meet with legislators and other policy makers to 

present proposed juvenile justice legislation.  The focus of 

the legislative briefing will be proposals to decriminalize 

Family With Service Needs (FWSN) petitions and to reduce 

disproportionate minority contact in Connecticut’s juvenile 

justice system.  For more information about the CTJJA 

legislative agenda, please contact Abby Anderson, Senior 

Policy Associate, at (203) 579-2727 or via e-mail at 

abby@ctjja.org. 
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UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH 

STRATFORD, CONNECTICUT 

DECEMBER 18, 2004     10:00 AM – 4:00 PM 

Young leaders from across Connecticut will gather for a day 

of learning and action planning regarding juvenile justice, 

mental health, youth activism and related issues.  For more 

information, please contact Tyriece Fuller, Youth 

Coordinator, at (203) 579-2727 or via e-mail at 

tyriece@ctjja.org. 
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Youth Media Makers Take an In-Depth Look at the 
Connecticut Juvenile Training School 

This documentary, produced by young people from 
Youth Rights Media in New Haven, takes a hard, 
honest look at the Connecticut Juvenile Training 
School.  Viewers are given an unprecedented on-
camera tour of the facility and asked an important and 
provocative question: at what cost and to what benefit 
does Connecticut incarcerate its youth?   
 
A majority of the youth involved in producing the film 
have first-hand experience with Connecticut’s juvenile 
justice system, some from within the Training School.  
At every screening of the film in Connecticut towns this 
summer, these youth were available to provide further 
insight, answer questions and talk with policy makers.  
 
The film, which advocates for the complete closure of 
the Connecticut Juvenile Training School, has proven 
to be an effective way to begin discussions about this 
issue and has received coverage from print and 
broadcast outlets throughout the state. 
 

 
 

Recognizing the extent to which media shapes and 
informs public perception, Youth Rights Media uses 
media-based youth organizing as a vehicle for 
promoting teaching, learning, and social change 
among young people and within the criminal justice 
system. 
 
For more information about the film and Youth Rights 
Media’s programs, please contact Laura McCargar, 
Executive Director, at (203) 776-4034. 
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Bob Francis, RYASAP (Co-Chair) 
Janice Gruendel, Connecticut Voices for Children (Co-Chair) 
Anna Blanding, Connecticut Voices for Children 
Ann-Marie DeGraffenreidt, Center for Children’s Advocacy 
Emily Tow Jackson, The Tow Foundation 
Dawn Hatchett, FSW 
David Johnston, Casey Family Services 
Alma L. Maya, ASPIRA of Connecticut 
Laura McCargar, Youth Rights Media 
Jeanne Milstein, Child Advocate 
Maureen Price, Community Partners in Action 
Norma Schatz 
Diane Sierpina, The Tow Foundation 
Tammy Sneed, North American Family Institute 
Martha Stone, Center for Children’s Advocacy 
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Fernando J. Muñiz, Executive Director 
Abby Anderson, Senior Policy Associate 
Tyriece Fuller, Youth Coordinator 
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Public Policy and Leadership Training to be Offered 

The Connecticut Juvenile Justice Alliance is recruiting 
young leaders in the Bridgeport area to participate in a 
unique public policy program.  Under the guidance of 
the Alliance’s Youth Coordinator, young people will 
identify needs in the juvenile justice system and design 
their own projects and policy recommendations to 
address those needs.   

Participants in the public policy program will work in 
partnership with young people from Bridgeport’s PARK 
Project to plan a statewide Youth Leadership 
Convocation.  The Leadership Convocation will bring 
together youth from across Connecticut for a day of 
learning and action planning regarding juvenile justice, 
mental health and related issues. 

For more information please contact Tyriece Fuller, 
Youth Coordinator, at (203) 579-2727 or via e-mail at 
tyriece@ctjja.org. �  
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The mission of the Connecticut Juvenile Justice Alliance is to 
promote a safe, effective and equitable continuum of services for 
children and youth involved in, or at risk of involvement in, the 
juvenile justice system. 
 
Our work is made possible through the generous support of the 
Tow Foundation and the JEHT Foundation. 


